MEN15658: a new promising anti-tumoral drug active on resistant tumor cells.
We describe the identification of MEN15658, a molecule characterized by a promising cytotoxic effect against human tumor cell lines, including platinum- and anthracycline-resistant ovarian carcinoma. MEN15658 induces p53 accumulation, and activation of gadd-45, p21, c-fos and bcl-2 family genes in human ovarian carcinoma A2780 cell line. The compound causes a block in S phase of the cell cycle, inducing apoptotic cell death, thus suggesting an involvement of DNA damage in the MEN15658 effect on tumor cells. The anti-tumoral activity observed against the human ovarian carcinoma A2780 cell line xenotransplanted in nude mice makes this compound a new promising anti-tumoral drug.